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BACKGROUND 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

I studied at Université Libre de Bruxelles (ULB) in Belgium and obtained my PhD at the IRIBHM 
under the supervision of Pr. Parmentier. My PhD work led to the deorphanization of ChemR23, an 
G protein-coupled receptor specifically expressed on mononuclear phagocytes, and to the 
identification of chemerin, a new immune player with chemotactic properties. 
 

I then joined the team of Dr Traver at University of California at San Diego (UCSD) to study 
macrophage biology in the zebrafish. There, I generated novel zebrafish antigen-presenting cell 
(APC) reporter lines that target fluorescent marker proteins under the control of MHC-II and IgM 
promoter elements. This enabled the thorough characterization of APC identity, localization and 
function, thus providing new insights into zebrafish mononuclear phagocyte cell subtypes and B cell 
populations. Since, at the time, the zebrafish had only started to rapidly inform a great deal of 
mammalian immunity and blood cell development, the generation of such novel marker lines 
represented a much-needed advance in the field.   

 
Since 2014, I am a Group Leader at the Interdisciplinary Research Institute (IRIBHM) at the 

Université Libre de Bruxelles (ULB), Belgium. The research of my team aims at providing novel 
insights into the development and functions of mononuclear phagocytes, with a focus on microglia, 
the resident macrophages of the central nervous system. 
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